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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The manager and staff team have a strong and shared understanding of what they
want children to learn. The highly effective curriculum is carefully sequenced to
help children build on what they know already. Staff place a high focus on
promoting children's well-being and social skills. They help children begin to be
aware of themselves and their feelings, as well as learn mindfulness skills, which
contribute to a calm and harmonious atmosphere.

Staff provide all children, including those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) and those who speak English as an additional language, with
high quality interactions as they play alongside them. Children with SEND make
rapid progress, and with sensitive and tailored support from staff, they take a full
role with their friends at pre-school.

Staff's positive involvement with children promotes children's concentration. Staff
encourage children to follow their own ideas and skilfully make suggestions to
extend their interest and play. This positive approach contributes to all children
making rapid progress and learning important skills for their future. Children's
behaviour is exceptionally good. They make friendships, are excited to take part in
the activities and remain deeply engaged. Children talk together to organise which
direction they want the chalked arrows to go when they ride balance bicycles.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager works superbly well with the staff team. The highly effective team
show passion and commitment to promote children's well-being and learning.
Staff continually reflect on and improve their knowledge. Staff comment on how
much they learn from each other in relation to their teaching practice and how
to enhance how they interact with the children to help them make the best
possible progress.

m Staff are skilled in promoting children's communication skills. They speak clearly
to children to ensure they understand and introduce new vocabulary. Children
listen to staff and repeat new words, such as footprint and damp when they play
in the sand. Children are increasingly confident to speak as part of a group and
take turns to say what they are good at. Children smile with pride when they are
praised for sharing.

W Staff skilfully introduce mathematical concepts, such as halves, quarters, and
shape names, such as semi-circle and crescent. Children explore play dough,
making pretend pizzas and play card games where they match shapes. Children
cut the play dough into halves and quarters. They show excitement as they
anticipate which shape card will come out of the pack and call out semi-circle!
Children know that when semi-circles are put together they make a circle.
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m Children rapidly develop skills that contribute to their independence and help
prepare them for starting school. The staff invite children to be snack monitors.
Children enjoy taking on this role and are confident to prepare the snack with
minimal help from staff. Staff give children time to practice their talents and
interests. Children are eager to show how they clasp their hands together to
play volleyball. Staff show a genuine interest and promote children's confidence
as they praise them and ask them where they learned this skill.

B Staff make excellent use of opportunities to promote children's oral health. When
children start, they are given a toothbrush, toothpaste, and information for
parents about how to care for their children's teeth. Staff talk to children, who
become deeply engaged as they enthusiastically brush model dinosaurs' teeth.
Conversation flows, and staff extend children's learning. They show a sand timer
to illustrate how long two minutes is. Detailed conversations and highly effective
interactions from staff help consolidate children's awareness of this aspect of
self-care.

B Staff ensure that children and parents feel valued and fully part of the pre-
school. Parents appreciate the daily feedback they receive, which helps them
continue their children's learning at home. Information parents share from home
about their child's achievements and interests is valued by staff and incorporated
into the planning. This highly successful partnership working significantly
contributes to children receiving a consistent and individually tailored approach
to their care and learning.

m Children are involved in all aspects of the pre-school. The highly positive
relationship staff have with children results in them showing a true sense of
belonging and well-being. They are motivated and curious to try new
experiences. Children understand the expectations for behaviour and show
respect, care and concern for one another.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 219888

Local authority West Northamptonshire
Inspection number 10337176

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Milton Malsor Playgroup Committee
Telephone number 01604 661718

Date of previous inspection 11 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

Simon De Senlis Pre-School registered in 1997. It is situated on the site of Simon
De Senlis Primary School in East Hunsbury Northampton. The pre-school employs
eight members of childcare staff. Of these, seven staff have early years
qualifications at level 3. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, during term time.
Sessions are from 8.45am until 3.15pm. The pre-school provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Eastwell
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas
of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.

W Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B Some children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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